4.6                                CANADA

At the same time that the epic of the Jesuit mis-
sions was beginning in Canada there began to appear
in France a great number of reformed congregations
which speedily became centres of missionary en-
deavour. A wave of mysticism, caused in part by the
reaction of the people against the dryness of the
Jansenist doctrine, surged over the kingdom and
through the cloisters of Catholic Paris, from which it
swept into the richest homes and even washed over the
steps of the throne. Quietism in time was to trouble
the original purity of this movement and a new and
more vigorous outburst of gallicanism was to compro-
mise the relations of the Church and the State. But all
this lay in the future; for the present the times were ripe
for the Relations of the Jesuits, the first volume of which
was published in Lyons in 1616. The contents of this
first Relation were of a nature to inflame the zeal of
the faithful. Many men and women, otherwise in-
different to the "cabal" of the heavenly minded, asked
nothing better than to set out, ready for every sacrifice,
every privation, even for death. Those who could not,
or would not, undertake the journey were anxious to do
what they could. They proposed to be the protectors
and the benefactors of the missionaries. They planned
to establish foundations, to sustain and prolong the
missionary work and through the cares which they
extended to the body to facilitate the conquest of souls.
When the echo of such a response to a sermon which
he never ceased to preach arrived at Quebec, it must
have gladdened the heart of Champlain. To the
founder of Quebec, whose solicitations and petitions
flowed forth in a steady stream, the conversion of the
Indians went hand in hand with the establishment of